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Chapter institution of the Union, but the Executive Committee
have now a certain power to appoint new officers. The
service is subject to the rule of Section 137, which gives
absolute equality to English and Dutch as the lan-
guages of the Union, and this rule is in a measure one
of the grounds for dissatisfaction in Natal, for the
great majority of the population there is British and
Dutch, or Afrikaans, which has by a Union Act of 1925
been given rank as Dutch, is in little practical use out-
side the two districts transferred after the war from
the Transvaal.
The utterly dependent position of the provinces is
emphasised by the fact that the Union took over all
lands with mineral rights from the former colonies and
all harbours and railways, as well as liability for the
colonial public debts. A certain guarantee to the pro-
vinces was contained in the enactment that the control
of harbours and railways should be administered on
business principles with due regard to agricultural and
industrial development within the Union and pro-
motion by means of cheap transport of settlement of
an industrial and agricultural population in the inland
portions of all provinces of the Union, a clause desig-
nated by General Smuts as the Magna Charta of the
interior. The Union assumed, of course, the obligations
of all sorts resting by treaty or agreement on any of the
colonies and the obligation of securing the observance
of the agreement of 1909 between the Cape, Natal, and
the Transvaal, which gave 30 per cent of the Transvaal
traffic to Durban, 20 per cent to the Cape ports, and
the balance to Delagoa Bay.
(4) The possibility or, in General Hertzog's view, the
certainty of the addition of a fresh province to the